
Starting Sunday, July 12, let's fill our church with color, beauty, and fellowship!
We invite all the women of the congregation to wear their SIS kimono each
Sunday in July as we celebrate our wonderful community of women and the
special bonds we share. We hope you'll join us for this fun tradition! If you don't
have your yet, here is the link to order your own. https://a.co/d/06N4QjzM 

PEACE
CONNECTION

July  3rd ,  2026
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Friday July 3rd
Pastor Doug’s Day Off

Saturday July 4th
Independence Day
2:00 pm Organ Practice

Sunday July 5th
8:30 am Indoor Worship
10:00 am Outdoor Worship
11:00 am 250th Birthday Potluck
Picnic “Happy Birthday America”

Monday July 6th
Church Office is Closed
2:00 pm Organ Practice
7:00 pm SOAP

Tuesday July 7th
7:00 pm Endowment Meeting

Wednesday July 8th
2:00 pm Pastor Doug’s Bible Study

Thursday July 9th
Sexton’s Day Off
3:00 pm Organ Practice

Friday July 10th
Pastor Doug’s Day Off

Saturday July 11th
2:00 pm Organ Practice

Sunday July 12th
8:30 am Indoor Worship
9:00 am Blood Pressure Screening
10:00 am Outdoor Worship
1:00 pm Buds and Suds Golf Outing

Monday July 13th
10:00 am Staff Meeting
2:00 pm Organ Practice
7:00 pm SOAP Bible Study

Tuesday July 14th

          Grow in Faith * Serve In Love *
                          Live In Peace 

Sisters In Spirit

Young at Heart
Please join us on Friday, July 31, 2026 at 12:30 pm. We will be enjoying good
food and fellowship at Olive Garden Italian Restaurant, located at 25984 Lorain
Rd. in North Olmsted. Please add your name to the sign-up sheet in the lower
lobby. Questions, contact Kathy Kettler at (440)825-2674.

2026 Habitat for Humanity Walk
On July 18,2026, the Greater Cleveland Habitat for Humanity, will hold its annual
fundraiser Walk at Edgewater Park. All funds raised will be used to support our
400+ Home Initiative. (We’ve passed 300). Under the leadership of POP’s Ron
Kear, over 40 POP members have actually worked on construction sites. Some
construct the frames or have specific skills. Many of us carpool and help to prime
and paint. Ron’s team alone has completed almost 40 homes.

The Annual Walk/Run/Mosey, is meant to be a celebration of what we can do
when we work together. You don’t 
have to buy a shirt or raise money 
to walk or participate in the games.
 For more info, go to 
https://www.clehabitatwalk.org. 
If you wish to contribute or walk with
 us, search for POP WESTLAKE.
Everyone deserves a safe, 
decent place to call home.

https://a.co/d/06N4QjzM
https://a.co/d/06N4QjzM
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Wiedt

This week’s feature :
Christie Kilbane-

Wiedt
Christie was born in Cleveland, Ohio. She grew up in Parma, Ohio with 3 brothers (2 deceased) and 1 sister. She attended
Valley Forge High School class of 1976. Continuing her education Christie majored in Nursing at Lakewood School of
Practical Nursing 1976, Cuyahoga Community College AND, RN 1981, as well as University of Akron BSN class of 1986. 

Christie met her husband Mark at a bar in Lakewood, the Kenilworth Tavern. His family owned the bar at this time in
1980. They dated for 5 years before getting married. 

In her career as a nurse for 48 years, Christie used her skills at many of the area's top health care facilities. 36 years at
UHCleveland Medical Center in University Circle in specialized areas including PACU,SICU,ER. Past 34 years in PACU at
UH Westlake Outpatient Surgery Center. She worked at St John Medical Center for 22 years, ER 5 years and Community
Outreach. Christie's first position was at Lakewood Hospital , then St Vincent Charity Hospital. 

She was a Certified Child Passenger Technician for 21 years. This was a paid and at times a volunteer position. Christie
helped with the installation of car seats in cars and vans. She is truly a Car Seat Nerd!! Mark Wiedt is retired. His career
was in health care administration. He started as an X-ray Tech. He went on to get a BA and an Executive MBA. 

Their son Paul Wiedt and his Life Partner Brighid have lived in Los Angeles since 2015. Paul (34) works in Film Production
as a 1st Assistant Camera. Brighid (33) is a Doula. They met at Kent State University. Christie and Mark wished they lived
closer. Their daughter Maureen Wiedt (28) lives in Westlake. Many years as a server but will be attending Nursing School
this fall at Lorain County Community College!! She also does dog/cat sitting. 

Christie met Judy Coffman when she was working in the ER at St John Medical Center in 1994. She was looking for a
church and Judy invited her in. Paul and Maureen were confirmed at POP! Mark is a member at St Ladislas in Westlake.

Christie has been the coordinator for the monthly Blood Pressure screenings for many years. She also succeeded in
having an AED installed at our church. This medical device can save the lives of people experiencing sudden cardiac
arrest. In her free time she has hobbies and interests to enjoy. Hiking, bike riding, and working in her yard are a partial list.
In the past Christie did agility training with her current dog Cody, a German Shepherd.

Something people may not know about her is that she likes to sleep in! Also, last year Mark & Christie traveled to Stoupa,
Greece. It was their first trip abroad. They are looking forward to trips to National Parks, Ireland and a River Cruise. 

Christie has a long history with Prince of Peace. She is living a life filled with purpose. Her focus on healing has been an
example of the compassion that we learn each week in our community of Faith. 

By : Tom Robinholt / Profile Reporter



Prince of Peace Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

Chuck Mosberger, Mark Givens, and I represented POP recently at our Northeastern Ohio Synod
Assembly at the John Knight Center in Akron for two days. The highlight was Bishop Laura Barbin’s
being reelected for a second, six-year term. 

Bishop Laura and I go back 23 years when we were both serving as parish pastors and on the synod
council. I’ve always said that anyone who wants to be bishop has no idea what the job description is!
Bishop Laura and her staff are serving us well. The synod assembly is a time to recognize individual
pastors and deacons celebrating milestone ministry anniversaries and lift up congregations in their
milestone years of serving their communities and the church. Holy Trinity Lutheran in Massillon was
recognized for 200 years of Ministry. Pastor Tina Crog, a daughter of Divinity who was ordained while I
was there, serves Holy Trinity and two other congregations- a 3 point parish.

Obviously, the world has changed since Holy Trinity was founded in 1826. The world has changed
since our county was founded in 1776 as we celebrate 250 years on Saturday. A quarter of a millennia
has seen plenty of challenges and yet our country somehow still stands. Most of us still discern our
calling to tendering to “tired souls, those in impoverished
circumstances, huddling masses yearning to breathe free, those looked down upon by others… “(a
portion of the “New Colossus” poem connected with the statue of liberty) Our calling as children of
God has not changed. How do we minister to tired souls weighed down by all those who pull at their
time, energy, finances, and everything else? How do we follow a Lord who insisted over and over
again to not only aid those who didn’t have nearly enough, but who treated them as if the very
Paradise Of God was for them? How do we embody the very world altering love to the “tired souls and
huddling masses”?

Such questions can be daunting about such a discipleship calling that’s still being asked of us by Jesus
Christ as he did to a ragtag collection of fishermen and tax collectors long ago. It can be shocking to
remember that Jesus took the grace-filled and boundless mercy to the extreme of the cross.

So as POP’s transition committee has revisited the purpose of this church, they’ve learned God is still
calling us, still believing in us, still insisting that we have something to offer for such a time as this. Now
it’s the call committees turn to discern the pastor who will have a pivotal roll in helping you strengthen
your discipleship in whatever form it takes and for whatever way you feel called to bring the Gospel to
life. POP is blessed by God in so many ways! Each of you is blessed with Christ’s presence in your life
that not even sin and death can stop. 
Thanks be to God!
In Christ- Pastor Doug
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Sunday, July 5th, 2026
Prayer Request - Long Term

(All prayer	requests	made	after	Thursday	at	Noon	will	be	posted	the	following	week)

Recent prayer	requests	received	within	the	past	3	weeks:
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June 21
Toni Yates and Marta (Friend of Beverly Braun)
Kira Johnston (Friend of Liz Grider)
June 28
Joan Sloan and Family (Dan and Barb Fronczak)
July 5
Maxine Saunders (Granddaughter of Dave and Jan Saunders)

Emily Saunders (PoP Member)
Pam Rotella (PoP Member)
Al Tielke (PoP Member)
Angela Missig (Daughter of Gloria Starr)
Laura K (Friend of Deb Gibbons)
Bill Sweeny (Friend of Kathy McCollum)
Paula Collister (Sister-in-law of Liz Grider)
Daniel Reisner (Friend of James and Lisa Arrigo)
Jan and Larry (Friends of Dan and Barb Fronczak)
Monica Doptis (Grandchild of Dan and Barb Fronczak)
Liz Jones (Daughter of Dan and Barb Fronczak)
Robert Sieving (Brother of Chuck Sieving)
Lisa Piscola (Friend of Jann Daniels)
Tony and Michelle Glashauckus (Friends of Jann Daniels)
Matt Darcangelo (Friend of Matt Wenham)
Max Jensen (Cousin of Jann Daniels)
Toni Kulma and Pastor Jim Kulma (Supply Pastor for PoP)
Shane Overcash (Relative of Deb Gibbons)
Cindy Kreis (PoP Member)



Prince of Peace Staff
Pastor Doug Gunkelman, Interim Pastor
pdpopwestlake@gmail.com 

James & Lisa Arrigo, Sextons
jamespopwestlake@gmail.com
 

Brandon Bilek, Sound Technician
brandonbpop@gmail.com

Beverly Braun, Christian Education Coordinator
christianeducation.pop@gmail.com

Hailey Desmond, Marketing/Communications 
princeofpeacecommunication@gmail.com

Ian Faleer, Contemporary Music Director
& Chancel Choir Director
ifaleer@gmail.com

Adrienne Patenaude, Office Administrator
princeofpeacewestlake@gmail.com

Hilary Lucas, Youth Director
poplutheranyouth@gmail.com
 

Ruth Williams, Organist 
mrsruthwilliams@yahoo.com
 

Mark Givens, Church Council President
mpgivens@ameritech.net 

Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 9-11

 

28455 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake, Ohio 44145
440/871-5565 • www.princeofpeacewestlake.org

Sunday Worship Services 
 8:30 am & 10:00 am in person.

Livestream
 

Christian Education - Sundays 10-10:50 am
 

Adult supervised child care for children 5 and under is
offered for both services and during 

the Christian Education hour between services.
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            Attendance at Prince of Peace
Date                            Online                   In Person                   Total    

06/29/2026        90                    101                       191
06/21/2026         86                    131                        217
06/14/2026         161                   134                       295
06/07/2026        68                   145                       213

 

Giving Data 

Second Harvest
The requested items for July are:
Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Olive Oil & Canned Fish

Doreen Taylor 7/01
Rachel Zinram 7/01
Pat Sprague 7/02
Sue Hosler 7/02
Samantha Thomas 7/03
Kirk Hartung 7/04
Conor Rowe 7/04
Brianna Johnson 7/07
Sandy Herren 7/07
Audrianna Gilbert 7/11
David Pogachar 7/11
Gail Pogue 7/14
Daniea Beard 7/15
Austin Gilbert 7/15
Luke Andrus 7/16

Len Skulina 7/17
Karen Hallowell 7/18
Kevin Olah 7/19
Diane Merhaut 7/19
Nora Franz 7/21
Lola Wenham 7/22
Sean Kelly 7/23
Emery Lavin 7/24
Paige Dickey 7/24
Gerry Wilhelm 7/26
Liz Lavin 7/26
Carol Leavens 7/28
Deb Winar 7/30
Judy Rolik 7/31
Marilyn Wingfield 7/31

Anita & Russ Bauknecht 7/24
Jan & Craig Juhn 7/25
Bob & Cindy Mittag 7/26
Bill & Laurie Vorobej 7/27
Jim & Paige Dickey IV 7/29
Becky & Joe Rowe 7/31

Operating Giving Report                                YTD                AVG/Week
Total Giving as of May 31st, 2026:               $247,196          $11,236
% of Annual 2026 Budget Received to Date:              48%
Remaining Giving to Meet 2026 Budget     $271,804        $9,060
Total Expenses Incurred through 5/31/26   $215,379         $9,790

Patty & Bill Beard 7/01
Christopher & Bianca Smith 7/01
Deb & Tim Gibbons 7/01
Bud & Sandra Zanders 7/12
Mike & Sherry Weber 7/12
Shawn & Diane Merhaut 7/16
Jon & Teresa Peter 7/21

https://www.facebook.com/princeofpeacewestlake
https://www.instagram.com/princeofpeacewestlake/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/popwestlake
mailto:pdpopwestlake@gmail.com
mailto:brandonpop@gmail.com
mailto:ifaleer@gmail.com
mailto:mrsruthwilliams@yahoo.com
http://www.princeofpeacewestlake.org/
https://linktr.ee/princeofpeacewestlake
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